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Grace Presbyterian Church                     May 15, 2022 

Ps. 5, 1 John 1: 1-10, 1 Corinthians 2: 1-10            

Pastor Jonathan 

 

“How to figure out the way forward…” 

 

Polarization. It is a summarizing word for many things we are experiencing 

in response to the health crisis, the denominational crisis, the political 

climate in the nation’s capitol, even more than usual, and as we seek to 

navigate changing cultural values of many kinds. I have spent much time 

with you investigating and analyzing a number of things over the last couple 

years. But what I really want to do with you is to direct you to the place that 

can actually help in finding the way forward through these many challenges. 

 

Where do you go when you don’t know where to go? (pause) To God, to 

prayer. And where does God always lead you when you go to Him in 

prayer? Where do you hear His voice most clearly? (pause) You go to the 

Scriptures. At least I hope you do, because that is the most helpful, clearest 

place of hearing God’s word and God’s way, certainly in knowing God’s 

Way, Truth and Life in Jesus. So we go to the Bible every week here on 

Sundays, because we know that is the place where we turn to find the way 

forward. But then how do you decide where do you go in the Scriptures? For 

a partial answer, I remind you of the importance of seeking the Lord in the 

Scriptures every day of your life and trying to read the Bible all the way 

through every year, as a discipline, not that you understand every word and 

every passage, but that you open yourself to the Lord, to God’s word in this 

specific and helpful way. I also recommend you join a weekly Bible study, 

because this is a wonderful place to hear God amongst brothers and sisters 

who care for you. As you do that you read through the Scriptures and as you 

study the Bible with a group of believers, you become more familiar with 

several place the Lord might be helping you to hear Him in Scripture. We 

know there are 66 books, 39 OT books and 27 NT books. There is a lot to 

read, but it is a compilation of all that we need to hear God.  

 

I’ve been asking God for where to go in the Scriptures to help us through a 

time of great divisions and polarization, because we do/ I do need help in 

this time. Is there a place in Scripture where we can hear how the apostles of 

old trusted God to find the way forward in a time of division? Yes, there are 

several places, but certainly an explicit place is in 1 Corinthians. Why there? 

Because Paul tells us clearly that there were “divisions in the church”  
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(1 Cor. 1:10) where people were choosing to identify with a certain apostle 

or leader, and the Corinthians were focusing on how they differed with one 

another rather than on what brought them together in the first place. So Paul 

says clearly, as one of those being named in the divided church as a church 

leader that they follow: “Was Paul crucified for you?” (1:13) Did I, Paul, 

officially welcome you into the church by baptism? (1:14ff.) And the 

answers are clear. Paul was not the Saviour. Paul was not even the person 

who baptized people, other leaders had done most of the baptizing. So right 

away, we know Paul wants the church to focus on Jesus as the Saviour, on 

Jesus as the Welcomer and the One who brings people into the congregation. 

 

And can I simply remind you that this is not Jonathan’s church, and 

everything depends on Jonathan. No. You know that, but I need you to hear 

it anew, because there can be a tendency to follow or place all our hopes on 

certain leaders, but in the end, we need to come together before Jesus. He is 

our hope. He is our way forward. He is our unity. He is our strength. Yes? 

 

He is the One we come together to worship week by week and day by day. 

He is the One who gave Himself for us at the Cross. And the leaders, like 

me, when they are doing their jobs, are driving you back to Him. His Gospel 

is the reason we are here: because we were lost in our sins, without God, 

without hope, until we met Him. In meeting Him, and understanding that He 

took the penalty for our sins on the cross, that we might freely give our lives, 

our ambitions, our dreams, our hopes back to Him. Use me, Jesus, for you 

way of love and life in this world. Help others to know You through me, and 

choose You anew today. That is the Gospel, turning from our sins and 

rebellion, to Jesus who is the only lasting, eternal hope we have in this 

broken world, decaying world. If you don’t get anything else today, get this: 

turn anew today to Jesus. Give yourself fully to Him, your finances, your 

health, your career, your recreation and vacation plans, your family 

relationships, your friends, your co-workers and the students you know and 

care about. Give it all to Him. Give Him the keys to your car, your 

apartment or house, your investments, whatever it is, whether it is valuable 

in the world’s eyes or not at all, give it to Him. 

 

We choose to give back Grace Church to You, Jesus, for your purposes, for 

your ways, for your ministry in these days, because we have nowhere else to 

go except to You. We give our future to you. We entrust our children, our 

grandchildren, our friends, our neighbours to you. We give back the 

denomination of which we are a part to You. It is Yours, we don’t know 
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what to do with it. But you placed us in it years ago or days or months ago, 

and we just follow in it because You have led us here from so many other 

places and denominations and countries and cultures. You have gathered us 

from east and west, north and south to be Your very own here in Orleans. 

And we are grateful.  

 

Others see us choosing to be here as crazy. I hear, in my head, sometimes 

the voices of those who have spoken against the church and against Jesus. I 

hear them saying, “Why would you waste your Sundays with this ragtag 

bunch of people rather than enjoying your own life at home like most of the 

rest of the city. Is it because you don’t have anything better to do?” I know 

that’s a false voice and the voice of the enemy. Because I believe strongly 

we are here together because God has gathered us together. There will 

always be people who see what we do as foolish and stupid, in regards to our 

faith. Expect that. But at the same time be ready to give your story, give a 

defense for the gospel, that is, why you find it important to follow Jesus, to 

love Him, to receive His love, His truth and His life. Because as you share, 

the Holy Spirit may draw that individual or that small group to Himself, and 

to Jesus and to the Father. The Holy Spirit drawing people to God is the only 

way anyone ever comes to know the Lord. Invite Him anew into your life 

and receive what He tells you. The Cross and the Resurrection don’t make 

sense to people because they don’t have the Holy Spirit to help them 

understand the significance of Jesus dying for our sins, paying for what we 

couldn’t pay for, and then showing us that there is life beyond life, and we 

don’t have to be absolutely scared of death. When we know this about Jesus, 

then we can have peace, peace with God, peace with one another, taking a 

deep breath and saying it will be okay. I do that a lot these days. 

 

Paul went to great lengths to tell the Corinthians he wasn’t the main show. 

(2:1-4) His ability to speak in the Greek language was definitely a second or 

third language ability and so he couldn’t say things with the right tone or 

inflection or even maybe the best vocabulary. He was a poor speaker 

compared to other native Greek speakers. And the Corinthians knew it. 

Anyone can tell when you are not a native speaker of the language in which 

you are conversing. I don’t have to tell a Francophone that I am an 

Anglophone when I am speaking in French. They know. And so do I. Paul 

knew it too. But he basically says to them that you know the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ is not about my speaking ability or yours or any of the leaders. It is 

about the secret wisdom of God.  
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Paul uses this turn of phrase in v. 7 to hook his audience, to peek their 

curiosity in the thing they say they are most interested in, that is, wisdom. 

But Paul is not referring to the culturally received wisdom or spirit of the 

age, no; he is talking about God’s wisdom. The wisdom that allowed God’s 

only Son to become a human being, vulnerable, and grow up like any of us, 

have a brief ministry, and then be tortured to death by the people who should 

have received him as King and Messiah. If any of the rulers, the spiritual 

ones, the political ones, the military ones, if any of them had understood 

who Jesus was, they wouldn’t have crucified Him. They wouldn’t have. But 

they did. 

 

And yet in the tragedy and immense weight of that terrible injustice, God 

brings about the new and unheard of possibility for relationship with the 

living God for all peoples, young and old, rich and poor, all colours of skin 

and cultures of all kinds could come to know God through Jesus. Through 

that terrible injustice of torturing the Son of God to death with the agreement 

of the spiritual and political leaders of the day, God brings about something 

that Isaiah had prophesied: 

 No eye has seen, 

 No ear has heard, 

 No mind has conceived 

 What God has prepared for those who love him… 

 (Isaiah 64:4 as quoted in 1 Corinthians 2:9, NIV) 

 

And this blows our minds because we think sometimes all there is, is what is 

happening now: the pandemic, the denominational problems, the war in 

Ukraine, the political craziness and moral changes to the point where killing 

people is okay and disinformation or lying is just something you need to 

accept, and that is what the other side is saying about what you believe. 

Sometimes we think it is all about what we are going through now. 

 

Paul reminds the Corinthians and he reminds us that there is a great eternity 

coming to which we are largely unaware. Yes we read about a time at the 

end of the Bible in Rev. 21 and 22 where the city we inhabit has gold streets 

and buildings, and gates made of huge pearls (21: 21). But we often dismiss 

that and other heavenly visions from Scripture, that try to remind us that this 

life is more than this life and the commitment to Jesus, is more than just for 

this life. Eternity starts in this life, but it does not end with our deaths. And 

no matter how bad this world becomes, we have more than this world. That 

doesn’t mean we are no longer to be good stewards of this world, but it does 
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mean that we do not have to fear as we often do as the news encourages us 

to do. 

 

Take time today to remember that our lives end in God’s hands, that there is 

a place beyond the place into which we live daily today, where we will be in 

the very presence of God, His light and life, His healing and the healing of 

the nations, so many needing so much. Use your holy imagination to 

consider anew what God is doing beyond what we are doing, beyond 

whatever personal and corporate decisions we make here at Grace Church. 

God is at work. Jesus knows what is happening. Let us refocus on Him. 

 

Let us give our work anew to the Holy Spirit, as Paul tells us the Holy Spirit 

is the only way to get the unity and purpose and hope we long for together. 

Come, Holy Spirit, have your way among us. 

 

As we refocus on our Gospel mission and outreach, we trust you Lord anew 

for what each one of us needs. We give you ourselves anew today. Help.  

 

Let us pray. 

 

 
 


